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Exploratorium 
 

 Let me tell you about our Exploratorium!  
It’s a place where learning comes alive; a place 
where students can let their creative juices flow.  
It’s a happy place where learning is an adven-
ture!   
 Our students will explore their universe 
using varied methods of learning: visual (I see 
and I remember), auditory (I hear and I become 
interested), and kinesthetic (I do and I under-
stand).  In the Astronomy and Rain Forest cen-
ters, the students will discover science.  Their 
inner musician/actor/creator comes alive in the 
puppet theater, music center and on the stage.  
Our Coral Reef tank, complete with a Red 
Cleaner Shrimp, Little Neck Clams, Anemone, 
Yellow Tang (also known as a Surgeon Fish), 
Fire Fish, and Saddle Clown, helps develop the 
explorer in each child.   
 Math and Reading are essential to all 
learning and we also have centers for those.  The 
Reading Center not only has books on tape for 
the students to listen to as they follow along, but 
also books and stories related to the various cen-
ters.  Math can be brought to the puppet stage, 
using it as a bank or a store.  The possibilities for 
its use are limited only by the students’ imagina-
tions, which we know are limitless. 
 It doesn’t end there.  The Exploratorium 
will continue to develop based on the interests of 
the students and their enthusiasm for various 
areas of study.  So come visit our Exploratorium 
and discover how much fun learning can be. 

 

 
 
This has been a wonderful 2007-2008 
school year.  In looking back over the year 
so far, our new Exploratorium has provided 
exciting experiences for our K-6 stu-
dents.  Many science experiments have 
taken place and new plays were written 
and produced by the students.  The GPA 
Puppet Theater produced many fun pro-
jects and the salt water aquarium was the 
topic of many essays.  
  

The holiday season is upon us and there is 
much excitement in the school.  We would 
like to wish all of our staff and students a 
Happy Chanukah, Merry Christmas, Happy 
Kwanza, and a wonderful New Year.  
  

Dr. Gladys Morse 
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     Equine Therapy at  
Garfield Park Academy 

 
     It has been an exciting opportunity to be able to 
provide the kids at Garfield Park Academy with 
the chance to work with the horses at HorseTime 
Inc.    In order to ensure our mission to help kids 
learn to self-regulate we have groups of students 
participate in Equine Assisted Psychotherapy.  The 
activities in this project are centered around EAP 
sessions, in which horses are used as a tool for 
emotional growth and learning.  It has been really 
amazing to watch the changes occur in the stu-
dents.   Most of them have never even seen a horse 
in real life and are genuinely afraid to be around 
them.   In a few short sessions, as the fear subsides, 
their self-confidence grows.   
     EAP is experiential in nature, which means that 
participants learn about themselves and others by 
participating in activities with the horses and then 
processing feelings, behaviors, and patterns.  The 
focus of EAP is not riding or horsemanship. The 
focus of EAP involves the use of activities involv-
ing the horses that require the student or group to 
apply certain skills that are essential to be success-
ful in life and relationships.  Non-verbal communi-
cation, assertiveness, creative thinking, problem 
solving, leadership work, taking responsibility, 
teamwork and relationships, confidence, and atti-
tude are several examples of the tools utilized and 
developed by EAP.    

Developing relationships with horses 
naturally affects people in a positive way.   For 
many of these kids, just the opportunity to be 
around horses is moving and opens them up in 
ways where other therapies are not effec-
tive.  Horses are large and powerful, which creates 
a natural opportunity for some students to over-
come fear and develop confidence. The size and 
power of the horses are naturally intimidating to 
many people.  Accomplishing a task involving a 
horse, in spite of those fears, creates confidence 
and provides for wonderful metaphors when deal-
ing with other intimidating and challenging situa-
tions in life.  

  P.E. Lesson Plans & 
Activities 

 
 At Garfield Park Academy our goal is to give each 
student the chance to learn new activities to maintain, 
increase or start a proper lifestyle. Students will learn 
new skills and work on existing skills. Students will 
begin to learn the important roles of teamwork, sports-
manship and cultural diversity. Students of all levels 
will learn the importance of personal fitness both 
physically and mentally through a variety of team and 
lifetime sports. They will increase fitness levels and 
learn easy fun ways to keep fit for life. 
     Students will learn about different body parts, how 
they work and how they need to be taken care of 
through stretching, muscle building and aerobic activi-
ties. They will learn to work with others of different 
abilities and different backgrounds. This is the begin-
ning for many in the area of fitness and structured ac-
tivity while for others it is the start of new skills in a 
variety of new fitness activities. 
     Sportsmanship becomes a much bigger role with the 
children as they mature and are involved in different 
activities outside of school. We start to involve them in 
more team sports while keeping most of it in a non-
competitive setting. Again, lifetime sports are stressed 
a great deal to help the children understand the impor-
tance of their health and how they must always make it 
a priority. 
     Team building becomes a goal at this age. We help 
them to understand the benefit of personal fitness and 
how they can maintain it in their daily lives. They learn 
through activity every day that our health fitness levels 
are important to their health both physically and men-
tally. They learn to work in group settings understand-
ing that everyone does not have the same interests and/
or needs. This is the time to get the students involved in 
new and exciting things so that they will stay interested 
in physical activities and gain the appropriate skills to 
become proficient in the activity. 
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Classroom 16 News 
 
Haukola from Room 16!  That 
means hello in Native Ameri-
can.  Every day we read the 
message of the day.  We read 
library books.  We like going to 
the Exploratorium.  Our favor-
ites are the puppets, the drums, 
and the fish.  We won the Hal-
loween door decorating con-
tests.  We won treats!  We 
planted pumpkin seeds, peanut 
seeds, and palm tree seeds.  We 
put them in dirt and baggies and 
watered them.  We taped them 
to the window so they get sun 
and air.  We can see the roots 
and shoots and some have 
stems and leaves! 

Room 15 News 
 
This year in Room 15 we have a new student. 
His name is Jamir. We also had a  
student transferred. His name is Nicholas. So 
far we have had 3 parties: a Marble Jar Party, 
a Halloween Party, and last, but not least, a 
Thanksgiving Day Party.  We have had a lot 
of fun here and are looking forward to earning 
more celebrations such as our Chain of Com-
pliment celebration.  So if you see us doing a 
great job, please feel free to compliment us so 
we can add a link to our chain and earn      
                             more parties. 
                                                                                    
        by:  Mathieu B. 

Room 13 
 
            There are a lot of things that are happening in 
Room 13.  We always have lots of parties to 
earn.  Some of those parties are the Halloween party, 
Birthday parties, going away parties, and we are 
working for 250,000 points party.  When we earn 
250,000 points as a class we can wear pajamas, eat 
ice cream, and play video games.  
            We don’t only have parties in Room 13.  We 
also have fun learning.  We are learning about nouns, 
multiplication, communities, and plants.  We each 
have made up our own games to learn multiplication 
facts.  We are creating a play on communities.  We 
also planted green bean seeds and they are sprouting 
now.  These are some of the things we are learning. 

Room 12 News  
Greetings Fellow Readers, 
 
            We have lots of exciting news to share 
with you! To begin with, we won the Flag 
Football Championship for the elementary 
school. We also get to visit a new room called 
the Exploratorium. In there we learn about 
fossils, fish and their habitat, plays, music, and 
computers. Room 12 went on a field trip in 
October to Johnson’s Farm and had lots of 
fun. We had a Halloween party. There was 
food, dancing, fun, and goo. Some of the 
things we are doing in Room 12 are reading 
books, writing stories, practicing division, 
money, and multiplication, learning about 
different communities and lots of other new 
things. 
            Hope you have a great holiday season! 

Room 6 
 
Hello, and welcome to Room 6.  Since October 3, 
Room 6 has been attending equine therapy.  As of 
right now, we’ve been going for about 8 weeks.  We 
are learning new things about horses and how to re-
lease stress in a positive way.  We’ve also been read-
ing a book called Fiddle Fever about a Cajun boy liv-
ing in Louisiana who wants to learn how to play the 
fiddle.  We are reading this in preparation for the Art 
Show in the spring.  Overall, it’s been a busy year so 
far, and we are all looking forward to the holiday 
break! 
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Room 2 Fall News 
 
We started off the 2007-2008 school year with a bang! 
We were all excited about the brand spanking new com-
puters throughout the school. We now get to have com-
puter class and really like what we do there with Mr. 
Harvey. We enjoyed the flag football season even 
though we didn’t win. We want say thank you to Room 
6 and 8 and all the staff who helped. Congrats to Room 
6 for winning the Fall Season. We look forward to the 
playing in the spring! We liked our Harvest Celebration 
and spending time with our friends. Happy birthday 
wishes to Mr. Julian, Taniesha and Darnell. 

Room 28 
 

We have been reading “To Kill a Mocking 
Bird.”  Also, we have been completing practice 
applications.  One of the student’s (Yadir) 
birthday was in December.   
 
The majority of the class have been well-
behaved.  They have, for the most part, been 
cooperative and willing to complete assign-
ments.  The students peer relations have been 
positive. 
 
By:  Yadir 

 
Classroom 17 News 

  
Classroom 17 has been busy so far this 
year.  We have a marble jar in our 
class.  We earn marbles for cooperating 
with each other.  When the jar is full, we 
earn a party.  So far we have had one 
party.  We have a Student of the Week.  If 
you have the most total points in a week, 
you get to be Student of the Week.  Student 
of the Week gets to order a lunch of his or 
her choice and also earns three right choice 
tickets.  In Biology I, we have made models 
of atoms.  In Biology II, we have labeled the 
bones in human skeletons.  We had a 
Thanksgiving celebration.  We all brought 
something to eat.  We all got along.  We 
played games, talked and had good peer 
relations.  

Room 19 News 
 
 This year is already promising to be a memorable 
one!  Room 19 has already participated in, and won, the Hal-
loween Door Decorating Contest.  
Each one of us made something 
for the door, and we even had the 
Ghostbusters theme song playing 
on Back to School Night. We 
really worked hard together in 
order to win.  Speaking of work-
ing hard, every one of us is truly 
trying to do the right thing this 
year, and showing our staff that 
we can really move up levels and 
behavior-wise.  We are support-
ing those in need when they need 
the encouragement.  Level 4 stu-
dents are working on being con-
sistent role models for the class. 
 We are excited about all the new changes this year 
in Room 19.  In our room, students have begun being respon-
sible for homework.  Every week, we have the ability to get a 
paycheck!  We record our transactions in a checkbook and 
trade them for Murphy Money that we can spend in our 
classroom snack store.  We are also glad that Gaetano’s is 
the new vender for lunch.  So far the food has been great, 
and HEALTHY!  Since Thanksgiving is upon us, we have 
also been involved in setting up our feast.  This day gave us 
more reasons to be thankful this year, with new peers and 
staff.  Good luck this year! 

Room 25 News  
 
Room 25 has been doing a lot so far! We’ve 
tried to hatch sea monkey eggs in our class 
and we got a few. We’ve been participating 
in sports such as flag foot ball. Some of us 
wish that we could keep playing and the sea-
son would keep going. We were really proud 
of our Halloween door even though we didn’t 
win. Most of the decorations were hand made 
including out big black spider. We had a deli-
cious thanksgiving dinner thanks to Ms. Er-
ica and the rest of our staff. Class is good!  
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Room 20 News 
 
 The fall has been a busy time in Room 20.  This 
year we welcomed Toya H. and Lashae L. into our class.  
Our class officers are Tim H. President, Marissa N. Vice 
President, Dan B. and Amanda D. Recording Secretaries, 
and Mike B. Sergeant at Arms.  Tim H. and Lateefa D. are 
our representatives to the Student Council.  During the first 
part of the fall, our class visited 
the Adventure Aquarium in Cam-
den, and visited the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art in early Decem-
ber.  We are learning to support 
each other, and to work together 
as a group in order to accomplish 
our goals.  Though we did not win 
any games, we participated in 
Flag Football with the other classes in school.  Carlos B. 
played quarterback, while Jimmy B., Antoine P. and Jeremy 
A. both contributed on offense and defense.  So far we have 
had one class member, Tim H. advanced to Level 4 and 
many others are working hard to advance a level.  
 Academically, we are working hard on our Read-
ing Comprehension and Writing Skills.  In Consumer Math, 
we are keeping check books and paying bills in order to 
simulate life after school.  Marjorie C. has amazed us with 
her creative and well-written stories, while Kevin H. contin-
ues to excel in Automotive Technology.  During the next 
marking period, we will be doing research papers and pre-
senting them to the class in order to develop our research, 
writing, and public speaking skills.  We really enjoy the 
time we spend together learning new things and discussing 
the issues of the world today.  We look forward to even 
more news to share in the next newsletter.   

News from Room 27 
 
The students worked together to create and win the Halloween Door Decorat-
ing contest in October.  The classroom staff are passionate, hardworking and 
have zero tolerance which helps us as we mature and learn the skills that will 
we take with us into the real world.  To help us keep learning our skills, our 
class decided to have a marble jar.  Once we fill the jar with marbles the staff 
will treat us to lunch from a local take-out restaurant.  We are not perfect, but 
we try hard to stay on task and to do this we have staff who understands us.  
We have a “Bank Account” to learn how to write checks, make deposits and 
balance a check register.  Room 27 is more than just a class of students we are 
like a family who cares for each other.  I, Brittney Mc., was able to write this 
article because of the care and concern of the staff.  We are “The leaders of the 
next little ones.”   

Room 26 
 
 The first couple of months of school 
are going great for room 26. So far we have 
Doug and Ivonna who are at level three and 
recently Cameron has joined them. Also, 
congratulations to Shawn who has advanced 
to level four, joining Wayde. By the looks of 
it, this school year is going to be calm for the 
class and myself. Congratulations to Cam-
eron, who was elected vice president of the 
Student Council. Room 26 has a more mature 
atmosphere, as a majority of the students in 
the class would tell you. It’s a very comfort-
able learning environment for my classmates 
and me. 

Every staff member in GPA has the 
attitude to make an effort to make sure every 
student is learning as much as possible. It is 
really comfortable to learn here because it’s 
more laid back which makes it easier to listen 
and learn.  Instead of having a huge class, the 
classes are small.  This helps prevents you 
from getting distracted easily which can lead 
to getting in trouble or not staying on task 
and not getting your work done then failing 
the class.  The learning environment is per-
fect for students who want to learn and get 
good grades and take their school work seri-
ously. 

Altogether, the students in Room 26 
are just trying to convey that they enjoy their 
class and their classmates and have respect 
for their staff. 
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 Culinary Arts 
 
 This year has started on a great foot in Culinary Arts.  The students 
have been learning new cooking techniques and have been working with 
many different types of fruits, vegetables, and meats.  A new addition to the 
Culinary Class is Mr. Keith Henry.  Only a month into school and we had our 
eyes set on our first luncheon for 35 guests.  The menu included citrus mari-
nated chicken, potato crusted halibut, Caesar salad, and homemade apple and 
ginger bread pudding with star anise crème anglaise.  The new up and coming 
young Chefs did a great job.  
            Now that the cold months have arrived we will be starting to prepare 
more hearty type dishes, which include Coq au vin (chicken braised in red 
wine and root vegetables), Braised lamb shanks, and homemade pasta 
dishes.  Chef is going to start teaching us how to prepare different soups for 
the cold months.  The soups that are made will besold in the school 
store.  There will be a wide variety, from broth soups all the way to cream 
soups. Nothing like homemade soup in the cold weather!  Yes chicken noodle 
will be a staple.  These will be sold for $1.00.  We look forward to having a 
great year in Culinary Class making many new dishes with Chef Ed and Mr. 
Keith.    

Automotive News 
 

 This is the students’ view of the first marking period 
in Automotive Technology: 
 
 The ten weeks of the first marking period were filled 
with basic automotive knowledge.  We were introduced to the 
automobile’s electrical system and the battery.  Then we stud-
ied the alternator.  That is what produces 
electrical current to keep the battery 
alive and the accessories working. 
 We automotive students are 
very lucky to have two great instructors:  
Mr. Pat and Mr. Randy.  They are al-
ways here to help us diagnose our  cars 
and give us repair tips. 
 
Thank you GPA for giving us automotive. 
  

Horticulture Happenings 
 
 
     The garden was a big success this 
year.  We had a bumper crop of almost 
everything we planted, collards being one 
of the exceptions.  The cabbage loopers got 
a little ahead of us.   
     As this is being written, we are into the 
Holiday Season.  The Horticulture bunch is 
doing wreaths and door sprays as well as 
seasonal flower arrangements.  Looking 
forward, we are planning for spring  
already.   
     The new planter box has to be planted 
as soon as the weather allows, so we’re 
designing the layout now. 
 
Coming up-  Finishing the planter box by 
the door, rebuilding the sign bed and 
maybe renovating the area in front of the 
gym.  
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Cosmetology 
 

We are learning a lot of new things in Cosmetology this year. One thing that we have learned this 
year is manicures. There are several different types of manicures; they are water, hot wax, paraffin, and 
men’s manicures. They all start the same, but incorporate extra special treatments to help with different 
problem areas, such as dry skin or cuticles. We are also learning about nail disorders and diseases. We did 
a project where we had to do a report on a disorder and then create a model on a 
nail of our disease.  Cosmetology has a lot of notes and reading in order to study 
to eventually get our state license. Mrs. Carmen, however, makes it as fun as 
possible. She lets us do theory for the first half of the period and practical the 
second half of the period. She also invented a jeopardy game to help us memo-
rize the vocabulary words and definitions.  
            Our schedule is very easy to follow. Monday through Wednesday we do 
our notes then practical work. Thursday is “state board head”, which is a combi-
nation of roller set, pin curls, perm wraps, and finger waves. This is another component of the state board 
exam we need to pass in order to get our license.  Friday, if all our work is completed, we can earn per-
sonal service and demonstrate the things that we have learned on each other. For example, curling each 
others’ hair or polishing each other’s nails. 
            In order to earn your license you need 1200 hours as well as completion of all the theory and prac-
tical assignments. You can get your permit after 600 hours which allows you to work in a shop and get 
experience. However, in order to receive your permit you need to come to class, participate, and sign in 
and out. If you don’t sign in and out the hours that you were here won’t count toward your license. 
            Next, we are going to learn how to do pedicures. I enjoy cosmetology a lot and hope to earn my 
license so that I can work in a Salon some day. 
                    
 Written by 
Brandy (Cosmo Student)     

 
Retail Trades 

 
                                             Mm  Mm Mm Good!!! That’s what GPA soup is  Mm, Mm Good! 
 
     The Retail Trades classes have started the year off strong.  The students have worked hard 
on their selling skills and are using the five steps of a sale in The Park 
Café. 
     They are now developing and making a Holiday Display for the 
class. They also are working on new inventory procedures. 
     The Park Café is working with the Culinary Classes and soon Hot 
Soup will be available and some other new items will be added soon 

Carpentry 
 
     This year we have a new teacher in Woodshop.  His name is Mr. D.  We have learned many 
things about carpentry and woodworking because the shop is very neat and clean.  Mr. Tres also 
helps the students with our projects.  This year everyone is making great projects.  Some people 
have made toolboxes, jewelry boxes, bird houses and doghouses, entertainment centers, book-
shelves, and engraved different kinds of signs.  We also have learned about roush framing for floors 
and walls.  We work with different kinds of woods  like pine, oak, 
birch, poplar, and walnut.  I look forward to learning more about car-
pentry and making different things. 
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P.O. Box 189 
 Willingboro, NJ 08046 
Phone: 609 877-4111 

Fax: 609 877-5551 

 

We’re on the web! 
www.GarfieldParkAcademy.org 

Administration: 
Dr. Gladys Morse, Superintendent / Executive Director 

Dr. Steven Morse, Director 
Mr. Ronald Amos, Principal 

Dr. Dale Starcher, Head School Psychologist 


